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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Mythologie und Metaphysik. Die Entstehung der Weltanschauungen im griechi- 
schen Altertnm. By Wilhelm Bender. Stuttgart : Fr. Frommann's Verlag 
(E. Hauff). 1899. Pages, 288. 

Prof. Wilhelm Bender, of Bonn, may be remembered by our readers as a 
theologian of broad calibre who came prominently before the public through his 
pamphlet, "The Struggle for Salvation," 1 and incurred at the same time the dis- 
pleasure of the theological authorities of Prussia. He was obliged to leave the 
theological faculty and join the philosophical faculty of the University of Bonn 
who Pagan like are not pledged to uphold doctrines of a special school or church. 

Bender's latest book is entitled, Mythology and MclaQhysic, and is an investi- 
gation of the origin of the world-conceptions of ancient Greece. Bender traces 
the influence of mythology in the evolution of Greek philosophers, in their theogonic 
speculations as well as metaphysics. Thus we learn to understand the germs from 
which the belief in the soul and the hope of a beyond have originated, and how an 
ascetic supernaturalism is prepared through Plato, leading to the metaphysical 
dualism of Aristotle and the pantheistic monism of the Stoics ; in contrast to which 
Democritus offers Epicurean materialism. The conclusion of the book is devoted 
to scepticism and syncretism, renewing the ascetical supernaturalism in those phil- 
osophical movements which are called the new Pythagorism and the new Platoism. 

The book is historical in its main contents, and we need not add that through- 
out it is thorough. Professor Bender is a man well equipped with the necessary 
theological and historical education to deal with the problems, and his work is the 
more important as it deals with the origin of the philosophical problems that move 
the world to-day. 

If we are allowed to add a critical comment on the book, we might say that we 
object to Professor Bender's statement that at bottom there are only two world- 
conceptions, — the anthropocentric and the cosmocentric. We believe that there is 
a third one which unites both concepts into one, showing man in the relation to the 

1 An article on the subject appeared in The Open Court, Vol. HI., p. 1731. 
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cosmos as an anthropocosmic conception which is the proper combination of the 
truths of both contrasts. 

Professor Bender is too much under the influence of the idea of the insufficiency 
of philosophy, or rather of metaphysics, and believes that the only way to deal 
with the problem is the historical method. He rejects the approaching the subject 
through the positive sciences, because as he says in the preface, page 9, "The 
positive sciences are never completed, and thus can never give a final result." But 
while it is true that the positive sciences are never absolutely completed, they are 
now, and have been in a lesser degree before, relatively completed, and we can 
after all make statements which are sufficient to build up a unitary world-concep- 
tion and grasp the whole cosmos in its relation to man, thus affording the possibility 
of making man understand his place in the world, and the purpose of life. The 
historical sciences are after all one part only ; we may grant they are an indispen- 
sable part, but they will not lead to a definite and clear world-conception unless 
they are complemented by the positive sciences, among which the natural sciences 
have been best developed at present. 

When it had become apparent that Professor Bender had outgrown theology, 
his influence upon the theological students of Bonn was deliberately destroyed, 
— a fact which must be regretted. But we may hope that his usefulness has only 
been turned into other channels, and he may in the long run, when theology catches 
up with the new thought of the age, be recognised as a foremost German theologian. 
At present it may be well for philosophy to have its history investigated by a theo- 
logian who has a special eye for the theological problems, and will be more apt 
than a professional philosopher to work out the religious aspect of philosophy, p. c. 

Nanna odbr Obkr das Sekxenleben der Pflanzbn. Von Gustav Theodor 
Fechner. Zweite Auflage. Mit einer Einleitung von Kurd Lasswitz. Ham- 
burg und Leipzig : Leopold Voss. 1899. Pages, 300. Price, 6 Mark. 

The reputation of Gustav Theodor Fechner is now well established. He is 
one of the founders of modern psychology, having laid down some fundamental 
laws of psychophysical parallelism. He was born April 19th, 1801, in Gross- 
Sarchen, the son of a clergyman. He habilitated at the University of Leipsic, in 
1823, became professor of physics in 1834, and died November nth, 1887. It was 
during the years 1840 to 1848 that he passed through a remarkable crisis. He fell 
ill, and seemed to have hopelessly lost his sight and the control of his mind, when 
he recovered unexpectedly in the year 1843. While prior to his illness he had de- 
voted himself to the problem of the soul, his thoughts became more concentrated 
on the subject after his recovery. His booklet on "Life After Death," which ap- 
peared in 1836, under the pseudonym "Dr. Mises," made an attempt to unite the 
immortality of the soul with the destruction of man's body according to natural 
laws. He argued that in the same way as the material which constitutes the body 



